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(c) Exemptions. The Commission may,
by order upon application, condi-
tionally or unconditionally exempt any
person, security, or transaction, or any
class or classes of persons, securities,
or transactions, from any provision or
provisions of this section, if the Com-
mission determines that such exemp-
tion is necessary or appropriate in the
public interest, and is consistent with
the protection of investors.

§242.607 Customer
ments.

(a) No broker or dealer acting as
agent for a customer may effect any
transaction in, induce or attempt to in-
duce the purchase or sale of, or direct
orders for purchase or sale of, any NMS
stock or a security authorized for
quotation on an automated inter-deal-
er quotation system that has the char-
acteristics set forth in section 17B of
the Act (15 U.S.C. 78g-2), unless such
broker or dealer informs such cus-
tomer, in writing, upon opening a new
account and on an annual basis there-
after, of the following:

(1) The broker’s or dealer’s policies
regarding receipt of payment for order
flow from any broker or dealer, na-
tional securities exchange, national se-
curities association, or exchange mem-
ber to which it routes customers’ or-
ders for execution, including a state-
ment as to whether any payment for
order flow is received for routing cus-
tomer orders and a detailed description
of the nature of the compensation re-
ceived; and

(2) The broker’s or dealer’s policies
for determining where to route cus-
tomer orders that are the subject of
payment for order flow absent specific
instructions from customers, including
a description of the extent to which or-
ders can be executed at prices superior
to the national best bid and national
best offer.

(b) Exemptions. The Commission,
upon request or upon its own motion,
may exempt by rule or by order, any
broker or dealer or any class of brokers
or dealers, security or class of securi-
ties from the requirements of para-
graph (a) of this section with respect to
any transaction or class of trans-
actions, either unconditionally or on
specified terms and conditions, if the

account state-

§242.608

Commission determines that such ex-
emption is consistent with the pubic
interest and the protection of inves-
tors.

§242.608 Filing and amendment of na-
tional market system plans.

(a) Filing of national market system
plans and amendments thereto. (1) Any
two or more self-regulatory organiza-
tions, acting jointly, may file a na-
tional market system plan or may pro-
pose an amendment to an effective na-
tional market system plan (‘‘proposed
amendment’’) by submitting the text of
the plan or amendment to the Sec-
retary of the Commission, together
with a statement of the purpose of such
plan or amendment and, to the extent
applicable, the documents and informa-
tion required by paragraphs (a)(4) and
(5) of this section.

(2) The Commission may propose
amendments to any effective national
market system plan by publishing the
text thereof, together with a statement
of the purpose of such amendment, in
accordance with the provisions of para-
graph (b) of this section.

(3) Self-regulatory organizations are
authorized to act jointly in:

(i) Planning, developing, and oper-
ating any national market subsystem
or facility contemplated by a national
market system plan;

(ii) Preparing and filing a national
market system plan or any amendment
thereto; or

(iii) Implementing or administering
an effective national market system
plan.

(4) Every national market system
plan filed pursuant to this section, or
any amendment thereto, shall be ac-
companied by:

(i) Copies of all governing or con-
stituent documents relating to any
person (other than a self-regulatory or-
ganization) authorized to implement or
administer such plan on behalf of its
sponsors; and

(ii) To the extent applicable:

(A) A detailed description of the
manner in which the plan or amend-
ment, and any facility or procedure
contemplated by the plan or amend-
ment, will be implemented;

(B) A listing of all significant phases
of development and implementation
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